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GOOD NATIONAL BUDGET BILL 

SUMMARY OF H. R. 1201 

THE GOOD BUDGET BILL 
ies for the creation 

of a bureau of the budget in the office of the 
President, having a bureau director and assistant 
director, at salaries of $10,000 and $7,500, re- 
spectively, appointed by the President. Em- 
ployes of the bureau are to  be under civil service 
rules; $100,000 is appropriated for the mainte- 
nance of the bureau during the year beginning 
July 1. 

All heads of executive departments are re- 
quired annually to submit to the President 
estimates of the financial requirements of their 
departments. The secretary of the treasury will 
also submit such estimates of the public revenues 
as the President may direct. The President will 
then prepare, with the assistance of the new 
bureau a budget containing balanced statements 
of the resources and liabilities of the government, 
the revenues and expenditures for the previous 
fiscal year, estimates of the revenues and expendi- 
tures for the current fiscal year, and estimates 
of the revenue and expenditure needs for the 
ensuing fiscal year. This budget mill be sub- 
mitted to congress by the President, together 
with his recommendations for meeting the 
revenue needs of the government, and with such 
other data or recommendations as he may see 
fit. He may also submit additional estimates 
from time to time; but no other executive officer 
shall submit to congress estimates for revenue 
or expenditures unless a t  its request. 

Present legal requirements governing the con- 
tents, order, and arrangement of the estimates 
of appropriations and receipts shall be observed 
in the preparation of the budget; but the Presi- 
dent is authorized to submit an alternative 
budget prepared according to any system of 
classification and itemization which he may 
consider serves better to convey the essential 
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facts regarding the condition of the treasury and 
what in his opinion are the revenue and expendi- 
ture needs of the government. 

The bill also provides for the creation of an 
accounting department, t o  be independent of the 
executive branch of the government, under the 
direction of a comptroller general and assistant 
comptroller general, who shall be appointed by 
the President, with salaries respectively of 
$10,000 and $7,500. These officials shall hold 
office during good behavior, but either may be 
removed a t  any time by resolution of congress 
for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance 
in office. The offices of comptroller of the 
treasury and assistant comptroller of the treasury 
are abolished, and their duties, together with 
those generally of the six auditors of the various 
departments of the executive branch, are vested 
in the auditing departments and shall be exer- 
cised without direction from any other officer. 
All claims and demands by or against the federal 
government, and all accounts in which it is con- 
cerned, shall be settled in the accounting depart- 
ment. The comptroller general is to make to  
congress a periodic report covering the receipt 
and disbursement of public funds, with his 
recommendations relating to  the work of the 
department; $100,000 is appropriated for the 
maintenance of the department during the year 
beginning July 1. 

The bill further provides for a permanent 
joint committee of congress on receipts and 
expenditures of the government, consisting of 
three members of each house, to investigate 
methods and procedure relating to the receipts 
and expenditures of the government, including 
estimates, appropriations, audits, and accounts. 
and to recommend advisable changes. 
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